Playing for the Future u9 Tournament June 16th 2012
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Playing for the Future Annual Youth Tournament in Association with KIT Ireland
Rules and Regulations
The u9’s tournament will be run by Playing for the Future.
The tournament will be held on Saturday 16th of June 2012, 9am KO SHARP. Age: u9’s (Born on or after 1st January 2003)
Applications: 

· The application deadline for all teams will be 5pm Friday 18th May 2012  
· The cost of entry will be £40.00 per team 
· Application forms should be returned to the organising committee before the closing date with all the relevant documentation asked for and full payment. 
· Incomplete applications, forms without the relevant documentation or payment will be returned to the club(s) in question for completion. 
· The tournament will be limited to 16 teams.
· The draw for the tournament will take place on Fri 1st June 2012. After this the results from the draw will be posted on our website. All clubs are responsible for checking their status and printing off all documentation 
· The organising committee reserves the right to change the draw up to the time of kick off. 
· Where a team withdraws and the organising committee are able to get a replacement team the new team will simply replace the withdrawing team in the draw. 
· No refunds will be given to any team withdrawing at any stage. . 
Format: 
· The tournament will take the format of a Mini Soccer games with teams playing seven-a-side football.
· The age group for the Tournament will be 2003 born on or after 1st Jan 2003
· There will be four groups with four teams in each group
· Each team will play each other once in group

· All participating players will receive a medal and a certificate for taking part

· Refreshments and a BBQ will be available on the day. 
Liability: 
· The organising committee or venue owners will not accept responsibility for any loss, injury or death of any player/coach/club official taking part or involved in the Tournament.
Registration: 
· Each team will be required to register a list of team players on the day of the tournament. Teams cannot replace players after registrations have been submitted; the Registration Form will be posted on the website making it available to each club.
· Each player on each team list must conform to the age group that applies to the mini-soccer fun day. 
· Each club will be held responsible for making sure that all their players are of the correct age. To clarify a point, players can be younger than the age group they are entered into but not older. 
· Each team is advised to have a maximum squad size of 10 players.
· Teams will be required to register at the tournament ‘information desk’ no later than 30 minutes before the first kick off time for the mini-soccer fun day. The information desk will be open 50 minutes before the kick off time. 
· If a team is late for registration they may not be allowed to check in. If a team is aware that they will arrive late they should phone the organisers to inform them of the situation and they will be advised accordingly. 
· If a team is refused registration for any reason no refund will be payable.
· Proof of Age:
· Each team must be able to provide proof of age for each player that is registered for their team on the day if requested to do so by the organisers at any stage during the tournament. Acceptable forms of identification will be a valid passport or an original birth certificate (no photocopies) or a completed club registration form signed by the child’s parent or guardian. 
· Failure to provide proof of age will deem the said player ineligible.
· Any player that is found to be ineligible will result in the child being disqualified from taking part in the tournament. 
· Any player found to be ineligible during play will be automatically disqualified from any further participation in the mini-soccer fun day. The organising committee reserves the right to take further action against any offending teams
Matches: 
· All pitch sizes & markings will be determined by the organising committee to try to ensure the safety of each person present at the tournament venue.
· Each team will be permitted to have seven players on the field of play with one player clearly marked as the goalkeeper. 
· Rolling substitutions will be permitted. Substitutions will only be permitted       in designated area of the pitch and the referee has to be notified in order to stop play.

· Each team should be at the allocated pitch for their match 5 minutes before the kick off time.
· All games are 14 minutes in duration with a straight swap at half time. 

· In all cases the size of the match balls will be size 3 and will be provided by the organising committee. Teams will be free to bring their own balls and use them for warming up but in all cases the balls provided by the organising committee will be used during the matches.
· Where the team kits colours clash a coin toss will decide which team will either have to change jerseys or play in different coloured bibs.
· Referees will be provided by the organising committee. Their duties during the tournament will be the administration of the laws of the game and discipline issues, time keeping will not be in their remit. 
· The goalkeeper must not be in possession of the ball for more than 10 seconds. Any infringement of this results in a direct free kick 2m outside the area.
· All games should be played in a competitive and sporting manner.
· The offside rule will not be used.
· Keepers are not permitted to handle pass backs from player in the same team.
· Warm ups & warm downs are not permitted on the field of play; this is to facilitate the smooth running of the tournament. They are however permitted on areas not used for the tournament.
Fair Play: 
· The organising committee would like to see players, coaches, club officials & supporters offer encouragement to ALL players, not just players from their team, and applaud sporting acts and good play.
Miscellaneous: 
· The organising committee reserves the right to make changes and amend these rules to allow the smooth running of the tournament. Any rules changes or amendments will be communicated to the participating teams as soon as possible.
· The organising committee reserves the right to report all matters to the Northern Ireland Boys Football Association for further sanctions if the organising committee deems it to be necessary.  
· The organising committee will arrange for photographers and/or videographers to attend the Tournament for publicity purposes. It will be each clubs responsibility to inform the organising committee in writing if any child is not to be photographed or filmed. If no information of this type is forwarded to the organising committee the assumption will be made that all photography/filming is permitted.
· All teams who participate in the tournament agree to co-operate fully with all publicity surrounding the event including any sponsors of the tournament.
· Any person(s) who, the organising committee has not authorised, takes photographs or video film is liable to all legal consequences that may arise. The organising committee will not accept responsibility for any person not authorised by the club.
· By applying to enter and /or taking part in this tournament it is deemed that each club accepts, and informs all players, coaches, team officials and supporters of, all rules set by the organising committee and agree to any sanctions by the organising committee.
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